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SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

What is a zine?

e Zines are self-published magazines or
booklets.

e They're usually DIY, creative, and can
be about anything you care about.

e /Zines have roots in activism,
feminism, and youth culture, used to
raise awareness, build community, and

inspire change. é‘ SASH




SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Our Zine Focus: #MlsogynyFreeSchooIs Campalg_

e i#MisogynyFreeSchools is a campaign
started by Stop Sexual Assault in Schools, Mooy
the organization that created SASH Club elaryone
and SASH Club Online.

e The campaign combats the alarming rise
of misogyny, hostile sexism, and gender
bias that is impacting youth and shaping
the next generation.



https://stopsexualassaultinschools.org/mfs/
https://stopsexualassaultinschools.org/mfs/

SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

What is misogyny?

e Misogyny =

o Prejudice, dislike, or hostility
toward women and girls

o Belief that women, girls, and gender
queer people are inferior, unequal,
or undeserving of respect

o Attitudes or behaviors that devalue,
dismiss, or harm them

(LUB



Zine
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SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

_
to Create

#MisogynyFreeSchools

A'zine by SASH Club— Students 'Against, Sexuol Harassment
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SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

New Article

S

When Title IX Is Weaponized, How
h— Can We Protect Students?
en Title IX

Is Weaponized, By Esther Warkov, Ph.D.

How Can W .
p,;:ec?nsw;ems? Stop Sexual Assault in Schools Cofounder

By Esther Warkov, Ph.D.,
SSAIS Cofounder

ssalf \V,V

b §it


https://womensmediacenter.com/news-features/when-title-ix-is-weaponized-how-can-we-protect-students?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2025-11-03&utm_campaign=Feature+When+Title+IX+Is+Weaponized+SSAIS+in+WMC+
https://womensmediacenter.com/news-features/when-title-ix-is-weaponized-how-can-we-protect-students?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2025-11-03&utm_campaign=Feature+When+Title+IX+Is+Weaponized+SSAIS+in+WMC+

SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Power Topic - Misogyny and Male Supremacy: It's Not Just a Joke

Supremacy:
MlsogY“,S Not Justa Joke



https://sashclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SC_PowerTopics_Misogyny-and-Male-Supremacy_v4.pdf
https://sashclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SC_PowerTopics_Misogyny-and-Male-Supremacy_v4.pdf
https://sashclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SC_PowerTopics_Misogyny-and-Male-Supremacy_v4.pdf

SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Resources:

e #MisogynyFreeSchools Campaign Website

e Webinar: Addressing the Rise and Impact of
Misogyny Among Students in Grades 6-12

e Article: #MisogynyFreeSchools: A New
Movement for Respect and Safety y

SASH
(LUB


https://stopsexualassaultinschools.org/mfs/
https://stopsexualassaultinschools.org/mfs/
http://youtube.com/watch?v=bK5STzXPqDQ&feature=youtu.be
http://youtube.com/watch?v=bK5STzXPqDQ&feature=youtu.be
http://youtube.com/watch?v=bK5STzXPqDQ&feature=youtu.be
http://youtube.com/watch?v=bK5STzXPqDQ&feature=youtu.be
http://youtube.com/watch?v=bK5STzXPqDQ&feature=youtu.be
https://sharemylesson.com/blog/misogyny-free-schools
https://sharemylesson.com/blog/misogyny-free-schools
https://sharemylesson.com/blog/misogyny-free-schools

SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Connect with SASH Club

e Follow us on Instagram:
@sashclub.online
@sashclubs
(@ssaisorg

e Reach out via email: sashclub@ssais.org

e Sign up for SASH Club Online

e Sign up for the SASH Club newsletter

e Learn more about starting a club: https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/ §§. S(Al%llg


https://www.instagram.com/sashclub.online/
https://www.instagram.com/sashclubs/
https://www.instagram.com/ssaisorg/
mailto:sashclub@ssais.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXPWmTn0JfgbBILibBBZ11HKt6Re21KOlXqOucsy8rJ8XbbQ/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXPWmTn0JfgbBILibBBZ11HKt6Re21KOlXqOucsy8rJ8XbbQ/viewform?usp=send_form
https://sashclub.org/
https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/
https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/
https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/
https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/
https://sashclub.org/start-sash-club/

Discussion

Students Against Sexual Harassment




SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Reflection

e What stood out to you from

the zine? Why? S e S
MIBOGYNYFREE
e What messages or ideas  Millillif
from the zine or the MISOGNYFh
#MisogynyFreeSchools M|3ﬂgmf1& 58

campaign feel important to I
you to share with others?




SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Discussion

e How can we use this zine to raise
awareness or create change in our
communities?

e What spaces, online or in person,
could we share the zine to spark

meaningful conversations? ) SASH
é (LUB




SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Contributor Spotlight

If you submitted to the zine and want to talk about it,
we'd love for you to share!
e Optional Prompts:
o Whatis your zine submission about?

ol o What was it like putting your piece together?
#Misogyny ree

R o What do you hope readers will take away?

Share only what feels comfortable. §§' SASH
(LUB



SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Closing Question

the messages in the zine and
advocate for
#MisogynyFreeSchools?

e What's one small, concrete step we
‘ could take this month to amplify

b §i



SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Opportunity: Write a Blog Post About the Zlne'

Share your reflections with others!

® You can write a blog post to share your
thoughts, ideas, or favorite pages —
even if you didn't submit to the zinel!

o What inspired you or stood out to you?

o What did you learn or want others to know?

o Any ideas for creating #MisogynyFreeSchools in your
community?

Contact sashclub@ssais.org for more information! é (LUB




SASH Club Online Workshop:

#MisogynyFreeSchools Zine

Thank You!
Thank you to all the _
contributors who made this Y, R ‘_
zine possible! ~ ank_
Tremendous gratitude to Darko // o,.y:\:
/ [N

Dojcinovski for bringing all the
submissions together. é‘ SASH



https://www.behance.net/DareDD?locale=en_US
https://www.behance.net/DareDD?locale=en_US

Thank You!

Contact Us:

Students Against Sexual Harassment
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to Create
#MisogynyFreeSchools

A'zine by, SASH Club— Students'Against, Sexual Harassment

SASH
(LUB

We Have the Power to Create
#MisogynyFreeSchools

We Have the Power to Create #MisogynyFreeSchools raises
awareness about the rise of misogyny and gender bias
impacting youth and shaping the next generation. Let's

learn, reflect, and make change, one person, one school, one
community at a time. We affirm the power of youth voices and
intergenerational advocacy to create #MisogynyFreeSchools.

Our zine is inspired by the #Misogyny Free Schools™
movement, an initiative of Stop Sexual Assault In Schools
(SSAIS). Explore the #MisogynyFreeSchools webpages for
innovative resources, videos, and ways to get involved,

This zine is a project of SSAIS and its SASH Club program,
Students Against Sexual Harassment. SASH Club provides
free peer education resources to create clubs and build safety,
equity, and respect, both on and off campus.

Select the images in the Zine to access resources,




Have you noticed that the atmosphere in schools is filled with judgment?

That's what it's like when guys openly talk about how women should *stay
in their place” “get back to the kitchen” or when someone says being gay is
“unnatural”

I've heard guys say that feminism “went too far” That men are now
“the real victims”

Meanwhile, it's the girls who are being harassed in the halls and
LGBTQ+ kids still get bullied in and out of school.

When we call it out, we're told we're "overreacting” or “too sensitive”

No! We don't ignore it. We speak up! We push for teachers and students to
hallenge these narratives. We make sure our schools are safe for everyone.

If we don't stand up, these ideas won't just stay in middle and high school. :
Theyll turn fnto violence. Is this

1 don't know about you, but | refuse to let that happen!

I want my son to be kind, confident, and respectful.

Resource: Misogyny and Male Supremacy: It's Not Just a Joke But what is he learning from peers at school and influencess
—SASH Club, Students Against Sexual Harassment caline?

That girls are objects.

That barassing girls and LGBTQ+ students is “just a joke.”
That showing emotions make him weak.

Is this the new school culture?

Fusled by toxic influencers, group chats, and silence from
adults who should know better.

We nsed to talk to our boys about their social media feed,

respect, egquality, and consent,
As a parent, I won't let misogyny raise my child,

the new

school culture?

Defining Male Supremacy

Beliefs ang
with Male

Terms Assoclated
SUDrEmacy e it o

~-Brendan M
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Misogyny isn't just about hating women
and girls.

A et e ity i o MISOETNY
it also harms LGBTQ+ youth,

There's a word for this in sociology: femme- Hlﬂ]ﬂm Hﬂ[ .
phobia.

It's the fear, devaluation, or hatred of any-

thing seen as feminine, from clothing and "lﬂmm m[[
voices to emotional expression and softness.

io‘;:?i'x:-lamboymbumgdmr acting like "lmﬂmm{[
S 50k ik B o g, MISOGHN

That's misogyny, too.
Because in a world bullt on patriarchal val-
ues, being feminine is seen as weak.

And anyone who embraces femininity, no
matter their gender, gets punished for it.
This is why intersectionality matters.

You can’t fight misogyny without fighting
for LGBTQ+ youth.

And you can't fight for equality if you still
hate femininity.

LGN
MGTNY i

MG A

MISOGYNY FREE

| WANTED T0 SHOW HOW MISOGYNY IMPACTS SO MANY PARTS OF BEING A STUDENT,
FROM THE CARPOOLTO THE CLASSROOM, FROM THE LUNCH TABLE TO THE FIELD,
FROM SCHOOL EVENTS T0 SOCIAL MEDIA

—ARIELLA
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swallow (. You're Chill. remember?
9. E'S

Lavgh at his joker. even the mean '
ones. Pretend fo bhe hit favorite
band. bis favorite feam, his
favorite version of you.

DONT
~ “Where is this gomg?” it not chill MAKE IT WERD
~ Do youkkeme?" is not chi.

Don't cry.

Don't confrent.

Don't complain,

1 be ghosts you, smile
(yow were $00 buy Inyway).
IF he cheats. maybe you
misunderstood “exclusive”

h It's jutt bocker room talk.
1t jott 2 complment.

I¥'s just your dignity.
Lighten up!
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Suy "] don't really get along with
? other girls.”
Sy ‘T not hike them

Put make if look efFortiess. & {
You don't want to seem high-
mainteatnce. BON'T -
NEED ANYTHING
No needs

\(7)/

OETA

Resist Feminist identity

Torn auay From Feminist ideals
Akgn with patrarchal valves
Embrace traditional gender
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The “Chill Girl” is built
through men’s expectations
and women’s socialization to
please them. She exists to
be comfortable for men, not
authentic for herself.
Misogyny creates and rewards
this image because it keeps
women’s behavior within
boundaries that serve male
comfort and control. The
“chill girl” isn’'t
empowerment. She'’s
patriarchy’s PR makeover.
She’s what misogyny looks
like when it smiles and
says, “I'm fine.”

IAMDONEBEING CHILL,

| WANT TO FEEL HEAT,
| WANT 10 B
LowD,
ANGRY,
TENDER,
MESSY.
HUMAN,

THEOPPOSITEOF CHILLISN T CRAZY,

ITSALIVE,

.




Dating in the Face

P . of Misogyny

Dating in this day and age lsn't just about chemistry: it's about safety.
3 /\Ul l '\ ]Q 1[ \\ﬂ N 7 ¥ Because with so many men consuming misogynistic content, dating
| W/ today means asking: Is this person xafe? Do they actually respect

{ :l ‘\-“ Hu l~7 = women?
“\i |—- ,,\ A \W

So you gel srategic.

You casually ask what kind of media they like,
Joe Rogan? Caution.
Andrew Tate? Absolutely not.

Then you scroll their Instagram,
Who are they following? Is it full of misogynistic creators?

M That’s not just a preference; that’s a preview of how they see you,

The ones they say just to see if you'll lazgh.
The weird reaction when someone mentions a political topic,

4 L4
w That's not harmibess. That's them testing your boundaries.
/ ? Ask the real questions:
Do they have women in their lives they actually respect?

What do they think about a woman's right to choase?

Do they believe in human rights, or just their own comfort? /

Dating now is about being alert.
You're protecting yoursell in a world that still nakes
_]ane misogyny look like a personality trait.

~Bella B,




Who's responsible?

In our elementary school, boys are
targeting girls with aggressive verbal
threats and unwanted physical contact.
My daughter was punched in her private
parts in kindergarten. During a game

at recess, an older boy yelled “I'll get

you, bitch” at girls and threatened

others saying, “TH touch you later!” Boys
intimidate girls screaming “F*** you!* My
daughter has missed school because she
feels unsafe and distracted in class. She's
not alone.

B*TZH!
F*eK YeZ!
S Zingl

1t seems girls are now responsible for
creating boundaries when the school
district should have addressed its long
history of gender-based discrimination
and sexual h So my daugh
and | are practicing responses to these
attacks ke, “We wish we could play with
you, but we don't feel safe.” and “I don't
feel comfortable answering you because
there isn't an answer that feels safe.”
We need schools to step in to protect
girs, and we also need the boys 1o get
ling and learn respectful behavi

To make change, we need to unite and
advocate together.

Protecting Girls

by Policing Them

A major reason schools put dress codes in place is for the “safety”™ of
thelr students, particularly their female students. And yet, there's no
proven relationship between clothing and assault. Girls and women and
even toddlers get catcalled, harassed, groped, or raped in evenything
from bikinis to burgas. The onus shouldn't be on girls to control male
behavior. And if schools are so concerned about protecting girls, why do
s0 many of them not only fail to properdy report but also make it diffi-
cult for students to come forward when incidents of sexual harassment
and violence occur? By the end of high school 9o percent of girls have
experienced sexual harassment at least once. Surely not all of them were
violating dress codes—and if they were, does it mean it's their fault?

By focusing on girls” bodies instead of their minds, we're teaching them
their naturally developing bodies are shameful and require covering up,
This is particularly true for curvier girls and girls of color, who receive
dress code violations far more often. Black girls in particular are unfairly
targeted for their bodies, attire, and hair. We're teaching girls even at
school that they can’t escape having their bodies sexualized. Children
want to be seen for their developing intellects, not their developing bod-
ies. Maybe schools worry that if they risk letting girls feel smart, they'll
speak out against absurd policies.

Toolkits: :
Can Dress Codes Taem Stadents? — Jo-Ann Finkelstein, Ph.D.
Hiow 1o Reform or Abolish Schosl Drews Codes Excerpted from Sexism and Sensibllity

www.joannfinkelstein.com




Sasha harries getting her staffl together
at her locker. trying 10 avedd Nick
Between classes. But ot a5 she's
adjusting the lock, Sasha feels it
SNAPY! Nick has snapped ber bra strap
againt He cackles. Savha hides her
umumu:knlnodumbn

whether ifs 2 bug oe pulling a girl’s bra,
s sexual haranment. When the adults
il b0 prosect students, it has lasting

The Andrew Tate
Effect: Abuse of
Female Students

and Teachers

o

-y "
M-*Mu-‘ﬁm

Tt young mas drw wASer 14 1hval of Andrew Tt wad ehe Sind
ey M i Rk WS T HR S TR SR
iy e e 50-Culle admncery’ sben WAl A whad s areeta
- 10 B> Bach ageel TV Sanie Deent ™

O St Wuseett s & Aamer hoaehar bd resaerier wi Ak Wbl
v Teey et 1 0 bwems B o Do Searen sbongude & Dl
whe Shret whar realy (g 00 10y AN Clatarnen
Tow v TV oAt by enaret B Sees Rt Conier i aThene
ation, ¥y soens harther aiviie el e e reed, Slouse et &
O

B Guner Tr Veaphrn Swroott

Listen here:

Horced 10 watch semeone tuch o Sispley thew hitps://www.abcnet.aw/listen/programs/parental-as-anything-with-
own genaty maggic-dent/risc-of-andrew-tate-influcnce-in-tecnagers/103990906
NI aeye G college stedent In France

«Subsmitted by a teacher who experienced sexual harassment and objectification.




Dressin’ slutty,
girls and degrading and
dehumanizing girls

teachers in

Australia

Wake e 4 SAndwich our survey’s
GArtang P Ture of how come boys treat
their teachers S :

The behavior can be physical, teachers say.

“_male students are working (n groups 1o physically intimidate thedr female teachers and peers. This in-
cludes corralling girly/'women into corners, out of sight of male staf

“.mmale students will walk ‘quickly behind female teachers 10 rush them down stales” Another high school
teacher sakd she had noticed a trend of male stedents lavading her personal space

‘emtering my classreom at break time/ coming up 1o my car window and pointing for me to wind it down
1o just stand there or petting their friends to call our mey mame when I walk past. They do this when I am
alome and there are no witwesses!

‘But 1 know these behaviours are ded to be idating and to make me wneasy. | find it disconcert-
img that by the age of 14 or 15 they know how to use their presence to menace [... | if they are behaving ke
this with me, what are they bike with young women their own age ov the women in their families?’

T know | shosddn't let ¥ affect me bat ¥ b dratwing and | have anxiety and dread going to clan™

https//theconversationsom/make-me- a-sandwich-our-surveys-dis
turbing-picturc-of -horw-some-boys-treat -their-teachors- 228891

You're at a party and overbear Miles and Jake commenting
on Angela’s outfit:

“She's asking for trouble dressin’ stutty”
“Yeah, she's such a ho”

They're normalizing treating Angela like a sexual object,
dechumanizing her. Objectifying and dehumanizing people
creale an environment known as “rape culture” where sexual
viol is idered normal and d

People who hear Miles and James may think that those two

are OK with degrading and harassing girls. When they act

like this, Miles and James contribute to rape culture and harm themselves
and others. They probably don't even know why they think this way about
girls, women, or gender queer people.

Sexist comments and “jokes” influence how people act toward girls and
reinforce rape cubture. When you hear such conmsments or se¢ harassing
behavior, speak up. Guys, learn about healthy masculinity and do your part
1o call out sexism and misogyny.

~Tanya, a colle

. e e |
| Watch Tanya's
httpss/Iwww youtube comywatch v IGEX LipZabE&dist= PLZaMKLHySg-
Fawl6_insCr-mdtQtim6t Liindex=12

ge student in France.
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Misogynistic humor has
| real consequences

SGX‘S( umor is
Propaganda with a




When someone hides behind “just a joke,” ask who's
~laughing and who's being hurt.

Silence is approval; interruption is resistance,

2. REWRITE THE SCRIPT: =
Share humor that punches up, not down. Support

comedians and creators who use laughter to expose
- sexism, not excuse it. 2

— —

- 3.EDUCATE & UNLEARN,

J.@.L%Qw,humoLﬂupg_.mmdm;
Show your friends the research,

4. STAND WITH SURVIVORS,

- Believe them. Amplify them. Refuse to let
be reduced to punchlines,

. BUILD NEW CULTURE.
Create spaces — online, in schools, in art —

where laughter is a language of care, not
cruelty.




Consider Me
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The next time
JJomeone says
“Ws Jus{ a joke

REMEMBER' —
s

@, *

humor creates culture

$_§.

and Ve
Cr‘. “ hu
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*

—Daniel,
Alumni of Jordan High Sehool SASH Club

I wrote a research paper last year on sexist i
°””mwmm.lmwm“m
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1 was Inspired by the Misogyuy and Malke Supromacy: 10s Not Just a Joke sfideshow, student
experiences, and the » MeToo movement motio, | hope that more people understand that
Inscnsitive jokes have a lot more meaning than one would think, | also wanted 1o emuphasize
that the way somecone Is dressed is not an excuse 1o make burtful comments.
~Anonymous, wr.sashelub




TOOLING UP AGAINST
MISOGYNY IN SCHOOLS IS

MORE IMPORTANT

THAN EVER

by Ay De'Vante Maddox, Ph.D.

"A preschool teacher friend shared a sur-
prising story about a four-year-old in their
school. A boy began running down the

hab, yeling, “You're such a b1 at ancther
preschool gid before continuing down the
hall lsughing. | was stunned 10 hear that this

of this rhetoric can be atirbuled 10 the rise
of the ‘manosphere”... detaled in a recent
report Not Just a Joke: Understanding &

Bigotry: The dislogue within these online
spaces has helped reshape how young men
S00 and understand issues redated 10 gen-
der, sexual consent, perceived injustice, and who is 1o
blame for their personal problems and grievances. Con-
versations within the manosphere also harm boys and
young men, preying on low self-esteem, mental heaith
vidnerabiities and still-developing percoptions of seif.’
¥ s As a millennial woman. .| am deeply concemed that
e younger generations are not coly facing the long lega-
lmmnmmﬂmdwmm.lco*lmu cy of misogyry in schools but also more incidents and
bring awareness to the process of healing and actively making a diff. ce by standing increasingly violent encounters with it."
up for what you believe in. In this piece specifically, | was ng about how Take action with
encounter similar experiences regarding misogymy and disrespoct from men. Kindness
doesn’t cost anything, but it means everything.

Among Students in Grades 6-12.
* “Misogyny and Male Supremacy: It's Not a Joke"
-Anonymous, wr.sashclub * #MisogynyFreeSchools campaign




It happened to Taylor Swift.
Teachers are victims of

misogyny too.

Al is shockingly good at making take nudes
= and causing havoc in schools

POLITICO

T T —
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I'M NOT BUYING WHAT THEY'RE
SELLING!

b THE
MANOSPHERE
o d

What's the allure?

+ Presenters are worldy,

successiul, confident,
Shontatve, eRgaging

* Recommend real self

mprovement advice

+ Frame success and

masculesty in simple
torms

» Offer a sense of identity

and belonging

» Appeal 1o feelings of

frusteation, insecurity,
fejection

Why ‘manosphere’
content is appealing 1o
£OME YOung men

L

RED PILL
8

Ask before buying:

+ Fact or opinion?
+ Generalzations about

oll gris 30d woenen?

arguments about
beology of behavior?

* Makes me feel better

about myyself, or angry
and resentiul?

« What other voices could

1 listen 107




#MisogynyFreeSchools

#MisogynyFreeSchools™ combats the alarming
rise of misogyny, hostile sexism, and gender
bias impacting youth and shaping the next
generation. #MisogynyFreeSchools is here to
disrupt the cycle. Are you in? (click links)

It's not just a joke! From microaggressions to
blatant sexism, girls, gender expansive youth,
and males—including young children, school
staff, and perpetrators—are all victims of
harmful beliefs and behaviors.

Why Now?

+ Gender-based harassment is spreading widedy in school:
+ Girls and gender-diverse students feel unsafe, silenced, and demeaned.
*+ Boys absorb and spread harmful ypes from the ph

+ Schools lack clear gies 10 address destructive behaviors,

Campaign Aims

+ Empower all stakeholders 1o take action with a wide range of resources

+ Support teachors and school staff with practical strategies

+ Invoh d families, and organizations to create positive change

+ Help ignite a global movemnent to combat misogyny and gender bias in schools

Join the Campalgn (click links)
Visit our Take Action page
Share toolkits and presentations
Download campaign media
Watch videcs on our playlist
Share storles
Contribute resources, blogs, reels, stories, and creative projects
Bring the campaign to your ity and school clubs

ﬂ Take a Stand!

Tegether we can create
Assault in Schools #MisogynyFreeSchools

My Dream School

In my schoolyard,

silence weighs heavier than screams.
Girls lower their eyes,

not out of shyness,

but from the exhaustion of having to
defend themselves,

They are taught to stay quiet,
to dress “appropriately,”
to aveid narrow hallways,

lingering stares,
and words that carry too much weight.

But I dream of a school

where girls walk with pride,
where boys listen,

where teachers protect,

where walls do not hide injustice.

I dream of a achool

where respect is not optional,
where equity is the rule,

where we learn to unlearn violence.

. 1 dream of a school

where every voice matters,
. where everybody is safe,
| where every dream can grow.

-Souleymane Sayoré, Team Leader Project “Filles Saines
et Conscientes,” Organization: Youth in Action for
Development, Burkina Faso




When young people get Smart Sons,
informed, stereotypes Pretty Daughters

Parents are two and a half times more likely to ask Google “Is
C ru m b I e my son gifted?” than “Is my daughter gifted?" and twice as likely
to search "Is my daughter overweight?® Though it may not be
conscious, the belief that boys should be smart and girls should
be pretty runs deep. The New York Times explains, “It's not that
parents don't want their daughters to be bright or their sons to be
in shape, but they are much more focused on the braininaess of
their sons and the waistlines of their daughters.”

Still, across the globe, parents estimate their sons have
significantly higher IQs than their daughters, despite there being
no actual difference. One of the girls | see in therapy said, “It's
weird. | always thought my brothers were smarter even though
| got the higher grades.” One in three girls with a grade point
average above 4.0 do not think they are smart enough for their
dream caraer!

Excorpted from Sexiam and Sensibility

Google

s my son phed? x &0 C

s Sayoré
Country: Burkina Faso
Organization: Youth in Action for Development




Fear

> Love and fear, they were the two things that always stuck with a person. Cassy loved
Jacob, but at the same time, she feared him. Their relationship had been happy, at least
she thought it was. They bad started talking on Valeotine's Day when Jacob asked for her
number. They bad gone on plenty of dates over the summer, but Cassy had always had a
strange feeling about Jacob.

At first she thought It was because she was nervous about someone liking her, but
when the fecling didn't fade with tinse, it started to scare her more, he started to scare
her more. When school started again, it got worse. He started following ber around, met
walking her kindly from place to place like a boyfriend would, but following her. She
wouldn't have even noticed it unless her friend had pointed it out to ber when they bad
been walking home together.

Jacob had started sending ber cryptic and obsessive texts and leaving deranged letters
in her maillbox. The letters scared ber most becasse they didn't have stamps on them,
meaning he would have had to hand-deliver them to her house.

By Septemaber, Cassy's (riend had been begging her to break up with Jacob; they saw how
much his presence in her life had been affecting her; she had stopped eating, stopped
sleeping, and she was flighty and always on edge.

She broke up with him before October, but that didn't stop the fear. She held on to sotse
of the things be had given her when they had been together, as much as she feared him,
she loved him and didn't want to Jose every plece of him she had.

Ome of the things she kept was a small doll that he had given her when they went on her
first date. It was a small thing, made to be a karge keychain, & was weind, it had lange eyes
that would glisten in the light, and its face looked oddly perceptive, like it was watching
her at all times. But no matter the oddity of the thing, Cassy kept it to remind her of
thelr relationship before it went bad. Her parents, however, disagreed with her keeping
the memento; they thought it would keep her from recovering from the emotionally
draining relationship. They eventually convinced her not to get rid of it, but to hide it

in sterage so that it wasn't a visible reminder of the relationship. At first, she put B ina
drawer that she kept all her precious things in, but somehow it ended up sitting propped
wp on her bed. She tried to put it in her closet a few weeks later, but it, again, ended wp on
her bed, looking at her when she entered the room. For the majority of October, she tried
in vain to pet it in places around the house, bt It always ended up on her bed, waiting for
et to comse and bold it 10 her chest, reminkscing about the dream-like beginning of her

N relationship with Jacob.

On Halloween night, Cassy always spent at home alone; she would hand out candy while
Ber parents went out to a Halloween party, That week, Cassy had put the doll in the
Lannily's safe; it hada't reappeared in brer bed Uhat week, and she was glad for the boeck
on the safe. She was returning to the living room after refilling the candy bucket when
she froze. There on the couch, waiting as always for her return, was the doll. Its eyes
glistened in the low light of the fireplace, almost twinkling with mischief. She walled
towards the doll and picked it up gently before throwing i inte the fire.

The fabric of the doll burmed off to reveal a mechanical inside. There were two cameras
behind the melting eyes. Cassy stepped back, looking at the burning spy device. She
stood there watching it burn. Soon, the fabric and plastic were gone, and only the camera
eyes remained, still staring expectantly at ber. Long, lanky arms wrapped around ber,
and a spindly hand smothered her scream. Cassy kicked and struggied, but she was
unprepared for Jacob. He picked her up, esing his height as an advantage.

Later, when the cops had long given wp looking for her, the kast pleces of Cassy that could
be found were the hours and hours of video from the doll; they had been directly semt

to the cloud and had recorded up until they had burned apart. They captered the fear in
Cassy's eyes as she was dragged away by Jacob, who had nothing but love In his eyes.
—Ash
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No Means No What Makes Up Misogyny
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Triean et

It's a poem about saying “no.” I got inspired by some of the research from
my senior project and flowers. I love flowers. My favorite scent is a floral
scent from Bed Bath & Beyond. I love poems and it’s been a long minute 1 have an aatistic daughter that has suffered a8 a result of what has happened
since I sat down and created something. -Sophin 10 her brother, | want 10 protect others from experencing the same, -Christina




The Men.tal Load of
Objectification

We live in a world obsessed with girls'
appearances and sexuality. This affects
not only how girls feel about their bodies,
but also their ability to think. Girls feel
constantly on display and gradually
they internalize those objectifying gazes
themselves. They begin to evaluate their
bodies as an observer might. In other
words, being objectified by others turns
into objectifying yourself. Studies find
that girls who self-objectify have more
difficulty with cognitive tasks because
self-objectification steals your cognitive
resources which makes it difficult to

get into the flow states necessary for
performance and achievement. If you
compliment a girl, you'll improve her
mood but impair her mental capacity.
Same with dress-coding her. Same with
scanning her body. It's worth wondering

how often attention is called to a girl's body

comment right before an important test
or piano recital. Girls are outperforming
boys in school right now which is amazing
given the mental gymnastics they have to
do to focus on what matters while they're
in school.

Finding freedom from
gender stereotypes
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— 3J0-Ann Finkelstein, Ph.D.
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RbCured Wisren
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